
  

 

The reserve for cement grade limestone (45% CaO and below 

5% MgO) is  estimated as 51,602 MT, and that for flux grade 

(above 90% CaCO3) is  11,567 MT. Andhra Pradesh posses 

about 20% of total cement grade limestone., Karnataka 22%, 

Gujarat 11%, Rajasthan 13% and Madhya Pradesh 12%. Flux 

grade limestone reserve is mostly found in Madhya Pradesh 

(36%), Meghalaya (30%), and Karnataka (10%). 

Dolomite : 

Dolomite ( Ca Mg(CO3)2 ) , is used as the raw material in Iron 

and Steel, Ferro-alloys, Alloy Steel, Fertilizer and glass industry. 

India’s total reserve is 4,968 MT. It is mainly ashtra (4%). 

Birmitrapur in Orissa alone has over 20% of the country’s total 

deposit. 

Dolomite production is about 3.3 MT (1997). Orissa contributes 

52% and Madhya Pradesh 22% of total production. Almost all 

the production is consumed within the country. It is principally 

used in Iron & Steel industry (77%). Other industries are 

Refractory (17%) and Glass Industry. Lime obtained through 

calcination of dolomite is used for Chemical industry.  

Gypsum : 

High quality Gypsum (CaSO4. 2 H2O) is used for production 

of ammonium sulphate in Fertilizer industry. Lesser purity 

Gypsum in crushed form is used for production of Portland 

Cement by mixing with clinker (50 kg per tonne of clinker) 

before final grinding to finished product. Calcined gypsum is 

used in Plaster of Paris industry to manufacture partition 

blocks, tiles, or as finish for walls, ceilings etc.  Apart from 

this, phospho-gypsum is used in Agricultural sector for 

conditioning of alkaline soil. 
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Limestone : 

Limestone (CaCO3), the most important non-metallic minerals 

mined in India, contributes 63% of total value of production. It 

is mainly used in Cement industry (87%), Iron & Steel industry 

(6%), and Chemicals (3%). Other industries such as Paper, 

Sugar, Fertilizer, Aluminium, and Ferromanganese use most of 

the rest. Limestone with high silica content is preferred in 

Cement industry, whereas that with low magnesia content is 

preferred as Flux. 
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Gypsum is mostly mined through opencast mining. Total 

Indian recoverable reserve is 1,247 MT with fertilizer grade 

(82%) and cement grade (12%). Rajasthan accounts for 82% 

reserves followed by Jammu and Kashmir (14%). 

The production of Gypsum is 4.35 MT (2010-11) from 29 

mines. Almost all are produced by two principal public sector 

producers – Rajasthan State Mines Ltd. and FCI Aravali 

Gypsum & Minerals India ltd. (formerly Fertilizer Corporation 

of India Ltd.) produces 99% of total Gypsum. Gypsum is 

exported to neighbouring countries of Bangladesh (51%) and 

Nepal (45%). Export of Gypsum and Plaster of Paris is 1 MT 

(2010-11). The import is 1.7 MT (2010-11), mainly from 

Thailand, Iran and Oman. 
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